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                                      Some Lesson from the Assembly line  
Andrew Braaksma wrote an essay "Some Lessons from the Assembly line". He wrote about his lessons learned and experience from his time working as a temp in a factory during his summer break from college. This experience, working a blue-collar job, has given him a better appreciation for a college education and how working the temp job has shown him what future might have been like if he had not gone to college. Through reading Braaksma’s essay, I can see that I have many similarities with my life experiences, where I have an appreciation for a college education due to working for a big corporation for the past 15 years.
Braaksma’s goal in this essay, is to have the audience look at the value of the working hard and pursuing a college education. If you work hard at everything you do, it will take you far in life. A college education will definitely get you farther in today's workforce than not having a college education. One of the key points in Braaksma essay is how lucky he is to get an education. Braaksma states that his lessons about education are learned at the expense of those that were not fortunate to receive a higher education. "This job pays well, but it is hell on the body," said one of his co-workers. The co-worker also adds "study hard and keep reading" as the co-worker nodded at a book that Braaksma had wedged into a space next to the machine he was working at so he could read discreetly when the line went down.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]A college education would give Braassma the ability to have more opportunities in his life. I can relate to this because of myself not having a bachelor degree. I had worked for a big corporation for the past 15 years, where I had started out as a tech working in the field for five years. Then I was able to move up in the company to be a supervisor over the emissions group in the maintenance department. It was eight years later when an opportunity to advance my career within the company became available. A supervisor spot was available in the EHS department, so I applied for the job. However, I was informed that I would not be eligible for this job because I did not have a bachelor’s degree. The job required a degree in environmental science, but all I had was an associate degree. Despite the fact, I had eight years of work experience I was still informed that I would not be able to advance within the company because of my college education.
The next key point Braaksma made, is he learned how to work hard by working 12-hour shifts in the factory. Braaksma stated after working 12-hour shift at the factory, the other options have become brutally clear to him. He wrote that when he goes back to the university skipping classes and turning in lazy re-write work seems like a cop-out after seeing what he could be doing without school. It is clear, that working hard to attain a college degree will take you far in life. I have a higher value for working hard at my age now than I had in my younger years. My first experience of college was me attending to a tech school and not putting my all into my classes, just like it was in high school. Now that I have been working for over the past 20 plus years since college I have a different view on working hard. I have worked hard at everything to get me where I am in my life today. My first job right out of college was at a tire shop where I thought I should be able to start out as a mechanic since I had a college degree. However, I was put in my place really quick that I would have to start 
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out as a tire tech and then work my up to a mechanic. This actually made me mad, but I decided to take the job so I could prove them wrong. Then after I had been working there for around a month, the lead mechanic sat me down and talked to me about what I wanted to do with my life. He gave me some of the best advice that I have been given. He said to me that you have to work hard at everything you do, or you will never get anywhere in my life.
The last key point Braaksma is trying to make is how easy it is to lose a job once you have it. Braaksma stated as frustrating as the work can be, the most stressful thing about blue-collar work is knowing your job could disappear overnight. Braaksma wrote that issues like downsizing and overseas relocations had always seemed distant to him until one of his co-workers told him that the unit he was working in would be shut down within six months and moved to Mexico, where they could get away with only having to pay 60 cents an hour. Working hard does not guarantee that your job is safe. I have first had experience with losing a job. I had been working for a corporation for 15 years when they made the decision to downsize. All the employees were called to a mandatory meeting where we were notified that the company had sold parts of the asset. We were informed that we would receive an email within the next two hours telling us if we had retained our job or if we were being terminated with a date. I always had thought I would work for this company tell I retired, but I received an email stating that my job had been eliminated with my last day to work, which was three months away. It did work out for me because the company that bought the asset offered me a job. 
In conclusion, Braaksma goal is to have the audience look at the value of the working hard and a college education. He wants you to see that if you work hard at everything you do, it will take you far in life. Additionally, a college education will definitely get you farther in 
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today's workforce than not having a college education. Just like Braaksma, I have a greater understanding and appreciation for working hard in life and receiving a higher education. Receive a college education it is important. It will take you farther in your career and allow you to be more successful in life. I have learned many valuable lessons in my life. One of those being never to take anything for granted, especially life and a job, because they could be taken away at any time. I appreciate the college education that I am working on at this time in my life. I will not take advantage of this opportunity to receive a higher education to further my career.
